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ABSTRACT 

The spring of 1969 at the State University of New 
Tork at Buffalo was a time of student protest* The student's demands 
for change involved both campus and off-*campus issues: (1) that 
students control SOX of the voting power in university 
decisionmaking; (2) that black students determine university policy 
affecting them; (3) that the Buffalo Police Ccmissioner be removed 
from office; (4) that all defense research on the campus be halted; 
(5) that students be given a legitimate role in determining 
departmental issues, such as wages and tenure for professors; (6) 
that the work force constructing the new .university caiq^us be fully 
integrated; (7) that the university refuse to cooperate with federal 
and local investigating officers; and (8) that ROTC be stripped of 
accreditation, to become merely an extracurricular club. At the same 
time the demonstraticms were taking place, the university was 
conducting interviews with members of the junior class on their 
perceptions of the university experience. .Although none of the 
interview questions dealt directly with the demonstrations, many 
students made comment on them and their reactions to the events 
surrounding the unrest, such comments reflect frustration, distrust, 
hope, indignation, * personal commitment, or apathy. This document 
presents some of the comments on the matter. , (Author/HS) 
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STUDENT REACTION TO CAMPUS DISRUPTION: SPRING '69 

The Spring of 1969 at the University of Bitffalo (SUNTAB) campus was 
a time of student protest ~ protest which was a disruption of normal 
University routine and which at times became forceful and violent* The 
students' demands for change involved both campus and off«*campus issues: 
1) that studentj control 50Z of the voting power in University decision-- 
making^ 2) that black students determine University policy affecting 
them» 3) that the Buffalo Police Commissioner be removed from office* 
4) that all defense research on the campus be halted » 5) that charges 
against t^e "Buffalo Nine" be dropped » 6) that students be given a 
l^itimate role in determining d^artmental issues* such as wages and 
tenure for professors^ 7) that the work force constructing the new UB 
campus be fully integrated* 8) that the University refuse to cooperate 
with federal and local investigating officers* and 9) that ROTC be 
stripped of accreditation* to become merely an extracurricular club. 
These issues sparked convocations* teach-*ins* rallies* and building take- 
overs; there were changes in University structure^ in course offerings* 
and in the mood of the University. 

The University exists* partly* for students. Students had agitated 
for change* and students would be most directly affected by change. Yet 
no one knew (despite profuse assumptions) how the students felt about 
their changing campus* or how they felt about the way in which those 
changes were achieved. 

At the same time the demonstrations were taking place* the office 
of University Research was conducting interviews with manbers of the 
Junior class. These interviews were not directly related to the campus 
disturbances* but were part of a larger* four<*year study involving student 



perceptions of "the university experience/* While no specific questions 
ai>out the campus disorders were asked » the interviewed students were 
encouraged to speak on any topic which concerned them» and many spoke of 
the campus unrest. A selection of those comments is the substance of 
this report: the students' reactions to the events of that stormy semester* 

Some cautions are advised • It is -tempting to believe that each 
quotation represents some significant portion of the student population. 
This is not the case. The original group of studentr was randomly 
selected; however, all those interviewed were juniors at the time» so 
no other portion of the University community is represented. Further^ 
since no specific question on the subject was posed» not all students 
made direct mention of it. No statistical analysis of the information 
yas loade. 

Finally » all the selected axsd edited quotations are out of context. 
It is possible that some students may have been nisinterpreted^ however* 
precautions have been taken to use each statement as it was originally in- 
tended . 

In examining the students* rationalizations for campus unrest* one 
is struck not with a sense of covert conspiracy* evil influence* or 
wanton hooliganism* but rather quite the opposite. One feels instead 
that there is a sad and profound awareness on the part of some students 
that the world is basically unfair. At the same time* there is a strong 
and idealistic optimism in these students that they* perhaps* can make 

^Completed portions of Tkz HfvLvtUitif Expe/tcence* a longitudinal 
study of changing student perceptions of the college experience* are 
available at the University Research Office. The original group of stu- 
dents interviewed in 1965 was composed of 100 randomly selected Fresh- 
men. Seventy students of that group who were enrolled at UB for the 
Spring *69 senester were Interviewed that March and April* and their 
Interviews were the basis of this report. Fourteen others no longer 
enrolled at UB were also interviewed and three responded to question-* 
naires. The remaining 13 were unavailable for interview. 
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it more fair, and that they should start now . 

you acczpt tkings fim, yoa'Zl pncbablu accept 
ifiAMQi in tkz mnZd wfeen yoa. get out, in bu/,ineA6, 
and zveAytkLng, Voa Jveatiij tuLve. to diangc bzcauAz 

been goit^ on io iah. - ja&t (J/iom ;(kz past 
yean. - theJiz*& a tot oi chcotigu tixat have to be done 
An the, wjJtZd and a tat o£ people, think we. &hovJid 
itoJit h&fLC, (MC #1}^ 



One is struck by their sense of frustration born out of unsuccess* 
ful attempts (sometimes vicarious) at more acceptable, peaceful forms 
of protest. 



Fo^ce 6ca/uu^ me and mob action 4ca^e6 me, but I 
kind oi OQfLZZ uUXh ukaZ thzy OKZ tAying to do, 6o 
I*m tkoAz doing it too. I think dtumgoA havz to 
come, and 6tudyinQ my IvUto/uj - wfctc/i T did 6o 
ditigzntly - I can 4ee that cJiangoA aJbmip comz 
inom, OAXL bom out o^ vloloiicz and Kcvoixxtion and . 
ioKcsL. You don't get anijtlUng done talking. Jt'^ 
jas>t likz you can't Mt a/iound taZking anymoKt. (FR H] 

A Zot oi people 6ay, ''Ws ju^t the student ^ladicaZ/^," 
but you have to appZy p^U6UAe i^ yoa i/mvt diaiige&. 
T thhik it 6hould be con^^t/iucXivc and ifoa 4ftoa6d 
keep wofdiing at it^ but i^ nobody tUtm^ to you, you 
ju^t have to make them lUten. (MC ^1) 

And one is also struck, with their deep distrust of those in power, 

both at the University level and in the society as a whole. 

The Univeuity ^ designed piAmcJuZy ^oK the 4ta- 
dent6 and ii the 6tudmt doun't i^mt to take thJU 
couue OK doQMn't im^t to do tixat, but wantd to do 
6om2thing 2JUe in6tead, tiiey 6houZd Znt them. I 
tliink tlxe (ihole thing tiiat hoZdjb evenjybody back is 
the {act tiiat they gnmt degrees . They give degKeu 
60 that they can be a66u/ied o^ having the type OjJ 
people that tliey mnt in the latu/ie. (MC H ) 

W6 obviou/i to me that i^ thU tooA Kcally a place 
^oK leambig tlieAe muld be no g>tade6. Tfie^te would 
be notiwag like that. Because that' 6 not pant oi 
leoAiting. Gfuades a/ie a pHjaxiticat contidoJuation. (MR ^5) 
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The source of each quotation has been identified as to sex (M or F), 
place of residence as a Freshman (R for Resident, C for Coimnuter), and 
by an arbitrarily assigned ntanber, as some students are sources for more 
than one quotation. Many students who lived either on campus (R) or at 
home (C) 6S Freshmen have moved into their own apartments by their jurior 
year. The designation has been offered here to help establish to some 
degree the background of the speaker. 
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See, you hava to havz tjovJi K^ot/u^ not tD tUZ Xn tkU 
comtKy. Voti ju^t can^t go to yowi dAjdit booAd ami 
^ay "I don^t wcufit to kLtt.^^ Vou havz to kavz a Kza- 
6on i^hy you don^t loant to fcctt. (MC H) 

But the specific issues ~ Project Thanis and other defense** 

sponsored research, the presence of ROTC on campus, the admission of 

more non-white students, the racial integration of work crews on the new 

campus, and revision of the academic structure and policies of the 

school — all were secondary to the primary issue of increased student 

power in University decision-making. Many students felt that if the 

students had a greater voice in University policy fomulatiqn, any issue 

could then be more fairly and satisfactorily resolved. The right to 

question administrative decisions seemed to many students a fundamental 

one. 

I u)ant to havz that ^ht, at loMt, thaX I cm go 

and taUi to pzopto. and liavz t!im ti&tzn and ^ tlwj 

thJink 1^6 a good idza^ talm 4ome kind of^ action, and 

t^ it^6 a bad axLqxi, I mnt to fenoto tliz KQjosons why ' 

It' 6 bad. (MC ^7) . . 

I tliink tt^6 KQjoJULy, fmJULy good that thzy^Kz not 

accdpting things tUiz tkojy a6zd to - handzd do^n 

^nom thz odminAAt/voUbiJon. Thzy'Kz 6taAting to dtaJUongt 

tkuig6 JUkz that . . . ju^t doubt thz adininUt/iation 

and makz thz ojdminX^t/tation 6tand iVim on dzcUtoM 

l^ thzy'nz good, and tf^ thzy^Kz bad, fiabvkz tiim, chanqz 

than. (MC 

Again, a basic distrust of those in power vjas indicated by some 
students, although others reacted favorably to the then-present UB admin- 
istration under Martin Meyerson* 

VZacAjng good iaith in thz ^acjutty and odminJutMtion 
to takz Into conJtiidviation studznt /^aggutloM — ju^t 
to hoid to that and depend on that doa^n^t 6tm to 
a£way6 mnk. (MS ^5) 

Somztimz6 J get tkz itnpK(i&6ton tliat thzy oaq. t/iying to 
^p/ia64 6tud^nt6 mth tho. numbw oi deoM and {acuity 
member that tkzy goX to talk to and' tiiz ^tud^nt6 nzaZZy 
^tVU don't fcaue oj^iy poiooA. T think' thzy aJiz making thz 
bcninning6 nXglit now), bwt 6tiil I kind o\ tlilnk it* 6 a 
tokon g2^tuA(L. (MR ^9] 
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I knm piz ^tudoJAt^ havz a voiaz, but in -tfie end it 
l6 not thoAA dzcuion and I thtnk it 6houM be. T 
think tkz hciiool i^ making a KzaZiy dz^iniXz e^^o^tt 
to do that. I think thzy oAJH KzaJlZy vz/uf ZibojlaZ. 
Thz admbiUtnation, zvmfttiing. (MC ^10) 

Despite their suspicions of those in power, many students indicated 

a great faith and confidence in their own ability to make meaningful 

changes • 

I havz mo^e iaith in 6tudznt6 wow . . . living with 
them, talking to thm, and a lot o^ than, tkty KcjoUy 
fenoto what thzu^Kz doing and tkzy biow what thzy^Kz 
talking about. (FC ^11] 

I don^t mind that, you know, whzthoA ok not thty 
KzpKUont thz wholz cmpus doun^t Koxilly bothnA me. 
I think tht moKZ avonau that a/tz open to thm a^ 
ia/i 06 organizations ok admrnittdu that dotQJminz 
thz QJUMtoulm' OK whatzvzA, T think is ^inz. (MR ^12) 

I tlxink wz^Kz capablz o^ miking dzcisions. And I 
think a stadznt, i^ hz Kzalizzs fie '4 not capablz o^ 
making a decision, T thl^xk hz'U yizld and lot somz- 
body who pzJdiapi iM moKZ capablz do it. {MR ^U] 

Underlying most of these comments was the assertion of the necessity 

to take a stand on the issues > and to back up that stance with personal 

commitment. 

I izzl that thzKZ should bz somz JUmltzd domoMtKotions 
and tlicAz should bz un/izst and quostioning and pzoplz 
should wondvi bzcausz things Ukz thz Viztnam WaA and 
gz<Lz, thz incomz tax that a pooK guy^s got to pay - 
tixzy^Kz getting kind o{ Kldiculous. TheAz^s something 
WKong somewhzKz. somzbody dozsn^t szz it, thzy^KZ 
blind anyhow. This iM a plact wheAz you^Kz supposzd 
to took into tilings and tKy to get an ins Lglvt into 
whatU going on. {MC ^/5) 

Vou^Kz finally finding kids that Kzally beZizvz in' 
somethtif^ and pzKhaps thzy^Kz not doing it thz way 
Vd lUzz to szz it donz, but thzy^Kz doing things 
bzcausz thzy belizvz in it. 'Caa6z i^ you^KZ a stu- 
dent on this campus Kiqht now and you don^t stop and 
Kzalty think zxactZy what youA position i^, thzn T 
tkink you^Kz ^nissing tiiz wholz boat. {MR »U] 

One student felt' this way about student commitment on the Issue 
of defense research: 
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I /i^joKy clLdn^t think thzy^d havz cnoitg/i to put 
Tk'>:}ili on thJUi campuA. Utj om itoZinQ JU that tiiOAdU 
jubi' onougk loLd^ on tkU ampUA {{JlCZmg to get t^uiom 
into ja/JL ovcJi getting tko6t buildings toftn down agcUn. 
Tho6z baUdbig^ cJim^t going up. I aoAtcMiZij hopz 

not. (MC U) . ; 

• i 

Not all the students were so strongly convinced of the need for 

change, of the ability of students to make capable decisions, or of their 

right to have any significant voice in University policy-making. 

I don^t tixat it' 6 ovJi Zidt mnk to makt tha 
UnivQMAXy 6uch-cu^d-6iju^ fe/c^^e /oii going to f^ini^li 
and got otxt and a»e'>tc not n.(iaXZy involved in it 06 wc 
oAc in ouJi om ILvu, W6 jU6t (.ouJi yzoM OjJ ou/i 
-tunc, -60 i^Jhy 6hoa£:d m jjee£ that m cnn mold It oJiomd 
to ouA 6pQ,ci^icjcuUoM? {FC ^17) 

(^\y alt oi a 6udil^n do tliz ^tmizntb mnt to mm pa/it 
o{) the school OK have a voice in hoio it'6 Kuiming? T 
ms kome tojo weelz^ ago and I talking i/xitk my 
mother, who voent to college, and 6he said 6he aoutdn't 
undeAstaml, J^kesays, how the diange has cor^z oMitt. 
She 6ay6, "W/ien I wont, we voe^it to school and we did 
cu/i komewoHk and we lea/ined, we did the mvteniaZ in 

tiie books and that woA it. " And she said, "We neven. \ 
even tlioagkt c^'^ow-t t/iying to Km tite school. " Oi 
cou/tSQ., I dvink evzMjone gets influenced by thoJji 
poAQJnt^ sommhcut so tliat*s matfbe why 7 i(ec£ like I 
do, biit, I don't knoo). I stiJU question it. {MR »H) 

Some students could i\^t understand i;hy others x^ould x^o.nt to rebel 

against a society vrtiich seer-ied tc be offering thcr* so r.uch- 

I tJty to understand why thi^.j would be so hostiZ-z. 
I doii^t know. J don^t like it. Ws stifUjig' otiioA 
people and mo.liijnc; you feel that you oJie tlie one who 
U stAange and dlfi2/ient and not tlxem. (FC #17) 

A fov students seemed to feel or desire no involvement in the 

issues, but only wished to complete requirenents for their degrees as 

efficiently as possible. 

I jUAt intends to get tiviough hexe with my PA witli my 
hicth index and go on to gmduatz school and I cjo/ie 
about as m.udi about making decA^iions in this 
LhuvQ^uity as I dLid in high school: not at all. 
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I aan^t get Znvolvzd Jbfi 6omz thoAz mvm^jntSi that 

6at{ that tkU pZatz i& 6o opp>tcA4^ve ojnd zwiytking, 

6ecaa6e I tkbtk that tkz adniriUt/iation gow out 

IV^ my to makz an e^iJo/ti to makz it good. In a 

lot o{i mM I 6uppo6z I should havz been jbivolvod 

Ajfi moKz activitlz6, but ^OK iotrn /teoAon I ju^t 

couZdn^t. So I tfUnk pQJihaps I'm tru^6tng something 

along thuz JUm^. Maybz I should have been pushed 

into It^ but I juAt didn^t. But aJU tn all, a6 long 

04 I get Into gmdaatz school, thm VIZ ba happy. (.MC ^10) 

Others doubted either the sincerity or the intelligence of the stu 

dents who were challenging a seemingly reasonable status quo. 

I ju&t {,(Lzl tliat ttvU wholz batinu^ Is vzAy, vvuj 
Ajmatu/ii - upzcially uUth thz Izids trying to act 
tikz \ilpplu a}id play thi pant. (FR HO) 

Vou can dmand ttiz m/ild, you can dmand the. 6ky 
and thz moon, you^Kt always con^inod to KOxdlAty and— 
thay^Kz In thz tmong countAy t^ thzy tfunk thzy om 
got tilings done by Ktvoljutlon, tecaa^e tkU country 
Is not one to do things by KZvolwUon. (MC HI) 

Tm yoms ago it u)as 6o dl^^eAznt. Wom) W6 gonz 
into KzvoliitLomAy KzboZs, liJkz Iz^tlsts, comunists. 
Wall, thzy^^i not comuivUts...thzy*Az Izf^tUts 
bzcauAz thzy toant 6azh KadiojcUL choj^xgz and I juJt^t don't 
—I don^t even Ukz u)alfUn$ acAoss cmpas. I'm going 
to ^ind myszl^ a nicz, quAAtt, count/iy-typz school 
lohzAz T coil Iztvtn what I'm looking {^OK and ha\jz it 
nicz and pzacz^ul. I don^t likz att this mcku/^ and 
I cton'i think it dozs a^tcf good. (FR #22) 

Thzy^Az {liglvtina f,0K thinciS tiizy alACJxdy l^avz. Thztj 
just pcc/i up thzsz ninz ^Idiculoas d^mamU out o^ 
thz oAJi and somz oi thzm do havz AcJizvancz, but I 
tiiiiik thz my tlizy cj?ent about it ms mong, and it 
ms imatuAz and tlizy*AZ tAying to 6kM hojo smoAt 
thzy OAz a>td hm matuAZ tlizy oAz. (FR #20) 

Kids tomz to school to IzoAn. We should com hzAz 
and takz ouA couaszs and IzoAn and not Aon, not 
adnvLnistzA. ThatU wliat PAZSidznt MzyzASon and Vzan 
SiggzZkou), pzoplz likz tills, this is thziA job, I 
mzan thzy know what thzy*AZ doing — at Izast, tkzti 
should knoiO il thzy^vz gottzn thz position. I just 
don^t -6ee whzAZ thz kids want to do zvzAytlUng. (jMR ^1S) 

Some students felt that there were real problems to be dealt with, 

but felt that those presently in power were generally the most capable 

people to work for those changes. Tampering with the present system 



would, for them, involve more dangers than present inequities* 

I (jam maybz VZl be oaJUidd oZd-ioMhionzd, bat tixz 
aSUnUt/taXion and tliz texLcho/u - mo6t o<( them - fiave 
joA^ a JUXXZz bit moKZ fenotuCerfge zxpoJUmcz, 
QMpzcAMliy thz admlnA^t/iation. Tkzy^n^z 6appo6Qjd to be 
i^totned in 4ome tA;at/ ^o^ a rtmmA o{i hcu^idlinq thz situation, 
bat I don^t think thty hhoixZd be obZivlovJ^ to 4<adcfit need6* 
I<( -tfiGAe tmi coopeAotcon, I ^ft^wfe ^ tfie woff -ct 6hoaZd 
be, bat I'm dzadiy again&t violencz and I'm rfeadCt/ ogoutii 
anothoA 6tudznt iktoMupting my Kiglvt to go aiizad and htudy 
I woitt to and not tafee poAt in tkz do/nomt/tationi . (FR #23) 

AUhoiujk tt^6 not poJiizct - not a pe^^ect p£ace - and 
pQAhap& 6omz o^ tho, motivo^ of 4ome of thz people /icAe 
o/ten'i pcAf^ecrf, but -6icC£ a £oi be^te^ tmi othoA 
piacQ^. That^6 KzaJUUj lohat I tiiJbtk of, it. {MC H4) 

Some students felt that questioning the administration was a good 

and necessary thing, but were quite disturbed by the extreme actions of 

the more violent radicals. 

I t/ucnfe lt^6 flm that tkzy ^houZd dmoMtAjcutz i.^ thzy 
want. Thzy havz a night to be hoxiAxL. But idiQjn thzy go 
a/Lound doMtJioylng pKopwty Ukz tiiz comtnaction 6hack^ 
and that, it*6 going too fan.. I kind 0^ noj^ont thm 
doing tkU lont of tkL\ig becaa^e it*6 -tfie fe>cnd of thing 
that makz6 thz hzadJUnz6 and muZd tend to a^ivz thz 
U^iivQMity 06 a tokoZz a bad pictoAz in 4ome people '4 
mind6. (MC #25) 

I nzfMzd to go becoode I thought, gmntad, it wooCd 
havz beeii a m/uthwhiZt titing if tlmj had talked about 
tilings tliat \j02Az KoZzvant, KQjoZZy naZcvant to tiio. school, 
KjotiiQA tlian fixing tkz Poticd CormU^ionoA. (MR #7S) 

l^oa coit'i tatii about something to 6omQ,body muJJxout 
thzJUi tmp2A fZanJjig. Hobody (Ml tUtzn to anybody 
e£6e'4 viimpoijxt. a lol6, 06 foK as I'm con- 

cGAned, fo/i a liicuinbig cxpc/t^euce. Hif idda of a 
toxiAning zxpoAiancz i^ to talk to lomtbody and iuppont 
kU vimpointb and my om, and tixzn ZatoA, at ZoJjbu/iz, 
zvaluatz. It iMn^t to be i^koutzd at. (MP H6] 

Obviously, there was a difference of opinion among students about 
the urgency of the problems unaer discussion* Even if they agreed whole- 
heartedly with the radicals on the basic issues, some students were dis- 
tressed by the loud and obstreperous mannar of some of the radicals* 

I'm concQAnQjd, about tkz my pzoptz okz trying to gzt things 
donz Wiougk tkz ujbz of v^b£ence wfeen tlizy kzzp yzZUyig 
"pzacfi, peoce, peoce in Viatnam,'^ and night amy hzxz ^ 



Jthzy havd t^ing to knock dom ThwU and 

takz ovQA Hayu Halt. Tfie majofUtij • \iOiZt, note 
maybz a ^JUm mjonJUty * do not oQKzt ^fiith thz wuf thuz 
pzoplz go about it, euen though th(uj may agxzi (oUfi 
tliQAA -cdm, OK 4owe oi thun. Uzas. (MR *27) 

What I've ^^en ^ jbtcofiTfletoncz and mayhm and lack of. 
objzctivi6m, ixcuii^z motion, to tht point (ofte/tc, 
i/ikiiking thvough thz Union I aJbnoit got into a iighk 
• because T KziuA^ to 6ign a petition* I can^t undoA- 
6tand tttit. It doun^t fiJt my co>iccp*con a 6tud^nt^ 
Stadzni pa/iticipation, oA J 6zz it, ii an organized 
and objzctivz tnovamnt whojiz you ^if to isnpfiovz 
thinai, fnofee :tiiing6 bett&K {\0K you/iicZf,^ not qjoaWl, 
but oettcA.. T/ic*e'4 a di^fcAmaz, c, tonAidoAabti 
dH^QAcncz. (MC m) ' 

Some students vho were successfully working toward radical change 

in quieter 9 non^violent ways became disillusioned with those who would 

do no more than scream for change* 

I knoio I ijoonkzd ovqa ific/te [at coUzgz A] zveAy day 

and by thz ond oi thz weefe I vz^y ditaou/axgzd, 

becauie ttiz nadicaJU go ovc* tixzKz cm fill thz njoom 

and yzU and 6cAzam JUkz thzy^Kz doing niglxt noio, hut 

tiizy don^t KzalZtr coont to got anythbig donz. T think 

thzy juAt Ukz mat thzy^Kz doing* mt6 i& tlxzOi 

tlving. And thzn acAo66 thz AtKzzt all thoiz pzcplz 

aAZ making and staying up zvzJiy night and lOoKking out 

pnopo6aZ& and grinding thorn out and tfdt no one knom 

0* ut It. Wa kind of dif^couAoging' aftZK a i^JlvUz. (MR H8) 

I could go into a mzoxing and ogKzz I'^ith uhU wa6 bzing 
6aid and^com out objzcting, not to mtit «m bzing 6aixl 
but thz way it mt being 6^aid, and T did ttiU many timzs. 
Hot mny timzA, but often znough to gzt 6icJi of it, 
quit. (MC m) 

Others vacillated between doubt and confidencei often failing to 

resolve the problem* 

At timzs I'm vz^ty gung-ho, ^'TlvU concetti thz AtudzntA, 
tltii u OWL UnivzHMlty...^* - lot* 6 6ay a cou/az, onz of 
my tzachzu tatkzd about tkU at onz of oufi tzadt-inA . 
Hz mA tzaching a linguiAtici onaZyAii^ zouaaz that thz 
AtujdzntA hatzd. I mzan, hz AaiA you havz nzveJi Azon 6ucii 
hatz foK a couaaz in youK lifz. Hz Aaid that 5 yzoAA 
latoA you bzgin to Kzalizz that if you hadn^t takzn tiuA 
COUAAZ you u^u£d fenotu Ao much IziA ... pzoplp. taking it 
voould Aoy, %zz, it*A got to go. Jt^A Auch a uazIza6 
vmtz.*^ Bof. fivz yzoM latoA pcoplz muZd aoij, "Gee, ' 
I'm glcd I took it.^^ So K^en you think about tkuigA Ukz 
that you mndz^. (FR H9) 



Vou t/iy and you iont out zvmjttuns thut^6 fuippened 
ahd no mvUzA u)kcvt you do, you itCu come up uluh ihz 
"I s^t don^t fenow" typ^ oi iAJtuation. {FC ^32) 



Despite many students' reservations ebcut th^ violent aspects of 

campus unrest, many said they sensed a new nocd> a now atncsphere on the 

campus as the Issues vf^re being debated* After tllc teach-ins, rallies, 

etc., many students felt a new Involvement In the University which they 

hadn*t known before. 

Thd ^pujs hoi an oOl Oi( - I don^t fenotv - pKoductiv^Jty 
ofi tomoJtiujiQ OK othzK* I think ioK oncd muck mo/te 
pouibit ioK 6tadznt6 to bn ccuicilvt up -cn thinq6 
uAed to 6e. (MC «30) 

I tiUnk thz kid:, (Vic pKobabiy becomitfig mo^e intoAUted 
in thz 6diooZ ittoZf* And intoAutzd AJt vofxat^i happoning 
to tlicm in it. I kind ojC tikz tliz atmiph^z noio, urficAeo^ 
I tkinti pftobaJbiy thz 6amz tim loAt yoM I had a mo/te 
mgatlvd attUudz txMaJid& It. (MR "12) 

Woto, tuct/i a iot oi tivinQ4^ happmufig on campus, pzoplt 
oAz being |(o/iced to takz an op-oiion, to dzcJidz w/ie/te 
thiiy itcm^ (v/ioi ifecc/t IdzoA a/iz, ju&tiiy -tfeemie^vei. 

vQAxj important in {ioming you/i idojUZs, o^ arfirct 
(/oa'/te going to be,, io/te/te you^fiz going to takz a ^;£anrf, 
u)hat kikd o^ pzoplz you^Kz going to be. [PR H] 

Pcoptz o/ie 6ta/uUng to tliink u^o mv2A thought oe^o^e • • . 
no(JO pzoptt on tho. ^Lglit OKZ ita/uting to think, tlizy^KZ 
6ta/iting to got a JUJXlc scoAcd 60 5t/ie(/'/ic ittwt.ing to 
tlUnk {ok tht f^iMt titnt that mybd ovoAything isn^t 
Kigtvt and titat you havz to come. oveA a iittLz bit, mkt 
homt oi tilt diakgoM. (MR ^Sl) 

The teach-ins, particularly, seemed to foster a new mood among mem- 
bers of the academic community, and a new appreciation for the ideas of 
others. 

kt tilt Watlx t)Q.paAt)(nmt mazting TKidaxj, it ms ^0 gKOAt, 
The iacuJUy and the students and the gKod students toe/te 
aZZ c/)nmmicating as equaZ6, and not only did they tensjt 
it ojs a meeting, tlie chaiAman wm voAy sma/it. He liad 
coi^j(ee bncugfit in and it 6o^Lt oji bKokt dot/^n into discussion 
groups. And it ms nzaZZy nice; tills kind o^ coopeAotion 
in a comunity is KeaJUy loveZy. (FR #29) 

Oh, that mek mXh the texich-ins uns jast gnzat. Vhidaij 
night T ioJUi into bed completeZy exhausted. U ms just 
a gKeat ffeeCouj. Veople, as I 6aid, cofto muld nevoA havt 



tctheA nun into ouch otliOA bt{ioKZ oh, mouM jae^t nevc/t 
bothi2Azd 6pQjaking to Qach otk^/i b^{tOKt iWiz not onJbj 
h\>w3Mm ^up2A^(Ua£Jlu^ but thzy we^e kqjojUij toJUUng 
Qjdch oOie/L hou) thzif tfiought and how tkzxj l^eJU and 
KQXjJUbj QK2joit cjonmnXcation. {FR ^'33) 

Some fcai6 ju&t dldn^t bothz/i to go to tho6z Xfcoig^ -tfeot 
cueeit and you didn^t go to anything that toeefe, you 
mi&6ed a tot out oi} ^dioot. W6 not ju6t acadmic. 
Jhat^t vky Vm H,zaZtn not 60fiAy I come he/iz. AtMlemicaJUy 
yu^ but othmiLsz^ no. (MR H6] 

I went out and I mnt to tfee^e meting^ and t/uM to 
^ind out what was going on and what thesz ptoptz vjqaz 
6aying. Vd Kmd what JOeizjy 6aid in tkz nw^papon/^ and 
tkU woA not what tm /i2aJUy bzing 6aid on cmpu6. I 
nxLoZJbf got quite a bit tnoKz am/cz this ^mutek^ not 
onZy on compos • potccce6 and 4o ^oHth - but the whoZz 
wonM. It* 6 not one fJltmz. W6 ja6t eve/iy^hing combined. 
(MC #35} 

The changes, then, were not limited to the University as an insti- 
tution; the students themselves were changing. When asked, "What in your 
University experience has been cf most value ti you?" one student replied. 

Vat tmt vaJbie to me, I tlvLnk Wg££, I have a ieeZing 
it* 6 jost bee>i in tht loust toeefeA with the t2adi-in&^ 
KeaJUy getting involved in the UnivzuiXy^ in tlie 
^acjuJUy membew, ^eetng how they mnk and tUtening 
to 6omz oi the JStudonts* doxrmds oK cjomptaints aboat 
the UniveAAiXy. (MR »34) 

Some students mentioned that they became much mere receptive to 

views they had previously refused to even consider. 

T/ie6e ^ew nadicat gnoups who wouM 6pout oU eve/ur- 
Jtfeorg, I'd a£watr4 think they we^e wnong. They*Ke juAt 
being nadical. And^ I guejS6 that*6 the biggest change. 
I'ue jost lejanned to tuten. {MR ^34] 

At the same time, one girl was skeptical of how much different from 

their parents most students really were. It was only a tnatter cf time, 

she felt, before they would be absorbed into the establishment. 

Host oii the 6tudents - VZZ say *'thejn'* becxuise I wasn't 
KeaZty involved in it - when tlxey^Kt "g^otw up" and have 
iamiUzs a>td chiZdAen^ 99 peftcent o^ them will think tiie 
way the administ/uxtion tlujnSzJS now and the gnownap6 in 
cjomand becmise mo6t OjJ them a/ie ioWMeAjS and not leadojis. 
But one percent wWi be toMeAJS and things wiXZ change but 
it* a go 6ZowZy. (FR #^23) 
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One student who spent most of his time on the Ridge Lea Campus, 

isolated from most of the goings-*on» seemed untouched by the excitcancnt 

that other students were experiencing. 

It ju5t hiun't a^ijecterf me much. I'm 6WtAound^ by 
a bunch people t^Hio ogKCC mth mz. (MC ^36] 



Of all the problems which precipitated the disruptions, the one 

which resulted in the most specific, concrete changes was that of academic 

reform, including student determination of departmental policy and 

curriculum reform* 

I think a Zot the Kzjcont activities and a Zot 
the fieionmb have heiped to make the expedience qmWl. 
W6 pe/ihap6 made them mKc iaui^ W6 ea6ed the 
ptight oi the student a JUttte bit and I'm veAu 
6atis{^ied. (MR *^3I) 

Some students pointed out that this was the first time that constuctive 
changes were affected without having to go through traditional, bureau- 
cratic channels. 

I think ejspecAjjdULy mtli the va/uoas tejouch-im they had 
and things tike that and the one6 I mnt to. At mjsn^t 
jast a bunch o^ pwteJSt and noise and eveAything. It 
ms vzAij coYt^tiaictive. I thought it ms veAy good. I 
thouglit they accomptisked a tot becaase tfie mif things 
used to be, I thirk it took so Zong befoHz you'd get 
any AzsuZts iKom anything. . C/uuigei ijn depoAhnents , 
changes in AequOtements, evenything eZsc have been 
made ovzmight tlUs yeoA and I tku^k it's fieaZZu 
good. (MC m) 

I sont 0^ paAticipated in what mjs going on in the 
HuAsing SchooZ and toe got so much accomplished Just 
by tetting the iaadty and the adnuUstAotion mat 
fJoA u)Aong and trfiat ms AeaZZy necejssaAy and vohat m 
i^anted to do about it. A {.qsjo things voenz accomplished 
tiuxt eveAyone mntod and fencw it ms night, mheAe befoAc 
it tm just sitting thcAe and nobody did anything about 
it. {K *37) . " 

Students seemed to especially appreciate the increased role they had 
in their academic lives. 
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I tktnk thz even^ oi thz ta&t couptz weefeA havz been 
vaiy good because T -tfedtfe, northing eJUz, JUt a/iomed 
thz oMWtened^ ^ome pzopte who a/iz veAu apatheXxc and 
am jMt wiUJufiQ to 6lt by and IzZ ^vvujbodii eJUz mofee 
th^AA dz(iision6 and nun thtOi JUvu. Thzy havz d 
AuponUUJUty to at t^c6t ^xpn,U6 thzOt. vldm and 7 
tiunk thJU hoA been done aZZ la6t i/o^ek becoude 7 fenoto 
>cn a tot 0^ d^pa/UinwU tkoAZ a/iz a tot oi novo fLz{^oHm 
and many oi thm fidue been InJUUatQjd by thz 6tudznt6 and 
7 tkink thJU l5 good. (FC m) 

WzZt, tn thz ioit tw) ok thxzz weefei 4o many poopZz lUzz 
my^QJii ujho havz bztK tMmzd apathetic havz gottm jast 
60 upset with tv2Juftlfung that wi'm ^inaJUy 6taAting to 
6ay something, 6ay what we ^zzV^iMtzad o^ ju^t coming 
heJiz, going to cZaA6U, going homz, going to wo^, 6tvdying, 
and going back. 7 wish nioKz pzoplz would KzaJUzz what 
6pOtit hoA brought about on this campus, and not 
too many pzoplz in thz comunity do. (FC #32) 



But, as always,. not all students were happy, with the changes that 
were being nade. 

I don't think it' 6 bzttz.. anything, 7 tlvLnk it' 6 
. pnobably wouz. Thz kids anz 6taAting couuzs . . . 
Thz 6choal, 7 gHant you, has to bnancli out into 
dif^f^QMnt a/vzas, but 6omz o£ thorn a/ion^t acadmic 
a/ims, KQjoJUiy. Thzy havz Ho/l as 7 can szz, 
nothing to do with acadmlcs. (MR *1S) 



Changes in the attitude of many members of the faculty was another 

difference mentioned by a number of students • Not all faculty members 

were equally inspired by the issues, however. 

WzU, 1 think 6incz thz studznt dls^tlons, thzy^vz 
wokzn up a Uttlz bi;t. But 6omz thz {^acuity aAZ 
6tiJil going to be thz samz old {iaakty. (FR H3] 

One student was quite pessimistic about any changes among the facul- 
ty, and another completely dismissed' the theory that radical faculty 
members were leading the naive students into revolution. 

7 hopz it wiZl fiQjsuJUt in 6omztlUng, but 7 donU tkbtk 
It wiXJL. ¥Aom what I've 6zzn, thz faculty has not 
been o^^zctzd by thz tzach-ln. Thviz tiavz been no 
changzs. Thz fimJi pfioblms dldn^t gzt dlscuS6zd. 
(MR #25) 
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I think that tkz. 6tudej/tt6 KoaZZy Jbuad thz ^acuJUtf 
and I don^t knouj hcM many oi tkz6z llbwodi faculty 
membeA& muZd be JUbvial Jii thz 6tudwt6 vmm't 
aJluktui cofiAtantZu pushing thm in thU dUiejctioK. I 
th/m tkz atmotphvuL Is cheated mo^te by tht 6tudej/tt&. 
I mean, youJvz got vwy auxwi students fte^e. That^6 
iahUbj obvJLOM. (MR *9) 

But most students praised the actions and attitudes of their pro- 
fessors during the protests. 

ftte jUAt had a tzachrht loAt fniday and — Vvz been (oith 
thz iacuJUy iofi thnzz yojoju nm mi I suddmty fiojoJiizzd 
. that I dufii't fenow any oi thm untU iaAt loeefe Tnisiay, 
and ail 0^ a 6uddm I KnaJUxoxL that ~ I atmyh thought 
ofi :tfcejn iuht as txadwvs . I ^uddonZy ntaJUzed that 
thzy^m hmn bzing6 jast ^cfee thz Kut o< uA. (FC #39) 

It UW4 tioondviiixl, HMJUbj. And as a Ktsvdtt tht texuiheM 
oAz changing. W6 go^ to bz a njadlcaZ upheaval in 
thz itnudtuKz o£ thz coUojgz. W6 vejiy bzmiioial, 
vzAy good. {FC *40] 

Host o£ thz iacuity that I fenow, even thztj o/te 
anainst - not spzcLiically agaJb/itt pa/itlcipation in 
mz unlvzMiZUA - but even lH they anz against ouK 
point oi vieu), thzy'U Ustm, at Izast, laith a iaUtZy 
open nUM. |FR #33) , 

One student was especially Impressed by one of his professors: 

Hz' 6 at aJULtkz hjoJLUzjs. Hz's fuiaUy — Hz gozs oAound 

and gzts a uAiolz vloijopolnt {inom zvznything. Hz dozsn^t 

jost 6it in onz placz and say^ ''I'm JuuUcal; I'm going 

to do this.'' Hz's jujst likz all ov£A. His cIoaszs 

anm't that intZAZsting but kz tnlts ve/ur ha/ui to unde^- 

6tand thz student. And any oH thosz tzache/ts don't 

havz to come acAoss thz stHJzeJt ito CoZlzgz A teacfi-^nA] . 

Ihzy could be homz sZzzping likz any oi thz otkoJi 

toMkznjs. Thzy taZk about apathy among thz ^tudznt^. 

Thz iacjulty Is jUJSt ojs apatheXic as thz students ojiz. (MR Hi) 

And some professors seemed to be satisfying student cries for 

relevance in the classroom. 

JhoAz'^ a feu^ tejoutiheAJS wtfio mZl ~ Somc;t6ne6 they'll 
even ^o^gc^t about vohat they'KZ 6uppo^ed to be teaohing 
and dlszujss ioftat'A fioppenoig night noto. It' 6 alnmt 
JUkZf ''What I'm tejoudung hviz Is Impontant but u)hat'6 
going on outsidz Is even moKz important and m'vz got 
to dLsciiss both; we've got to do both. Vou'vz got to 
IzaAn about VzscaMtts but you'vz also got to team 
about UzyeASon and aZZ thz Kejst oi thz peoplz — what'6 
liappzning up heAZ. (MC #41) 
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EPILOGUE 

The changes in atmosphere and mood largely dissipated in the year 
following the original disturbances • Despite a measure of acadaaic reform, 
most of the problems which generated student disorders in the Spring of 
'69 remained as sources of Irritation in the Spring of '70. 

One girl, despite a rather scary (and unfortunately, fulfilled) fore- 
boding of things to come, was nevertheless confident about the future of 
the University. 

Voxdi, T tlUnk thz my thz UniveMity JU qkcmI^q >6& 
Qnzat. Changes in 000^666, nadicaJi apfteava£, 6tudant 
poAXic^ipation activity, I ^Cfunfe it'6 fioxxlty going to 
fce i^ghtzning {fifi a uohilz^ but comptetoZy diifiOJiznt. 
(FR #21 

Another student voiced a not wholly accurate but justified feeling 

about the effects of a month of protest. 

IhKZd toeefc6 ZatoJi, thcxf xeatizad that notliing had 
been rfone, that ROTC wo* /^tUZ on ampu^, tJiat Thorns 
ms> 6ti£JL going op, that thz coin6tnaction 6tUZ umn't 
intzgnatzd^ that the/iz ^tiXZ vooAon't any monz bZack 
6tudmt6 going to be on campuA nzxt yoxui. Nothing 
m& done. (MC #6) 

The resulting frustration and reaction has become more intense. A 

mood of frustration signaled the intensity of aggression to come. 
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